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Ukraine: background information

Eastern European country, 
new neighbour of EU 

territory of 603,7 thousands  
km² 

population about 46,5 mln 

68% ïurban population 32% 
ïrural population 

Ukraine is water limited 
country, 

less then 1 thousand m3 per 
capita per year.



Ukraine: Population Distribution

Mega-Cities

15%

Large Cities

6%

Medium Cities

19%

Smaller Cities

6%

Settlements

23%

Rural Areas

31%

ÅCities:

ÅMega 15%

ÅLarge 6%

ÅMedium 19%

ÅSmaller 6%

ÅSettlements 23%

ÅRural areas 31%

COWI Report 2002



Ukraine: water sector

Å70% of population is provided by centralized 

water supply, in rural areas - 26%

ÅThe main sources for drinking water is the 

surface waters, 75% of population is 

supplied from it.

Å53% population have access to sewage 

system/sanitation: 

Å74% - in urban areas and 9% - in rural areas. 



Rural areas: access to Water
4.1 million (26%) used centralised water 

supply
Å 55 thousand km of water pipelines and 70 

thousand artesian wells  were constructed in 
rural areas  

Å the overall rate of provision of centralised water 
supply services in rural areas was almost twice 
lower comparatively to average figures of the 
former USSR. 

Å Now, the number of rural buildings in Ukraine 
equipped by internal water supply and 
sanitation networks is 3 times lower than in 
Russia and 4 times lower than in Belarus

Å 11 mln (74%) of rural population use 
wells, captures

1,8 mln wells are contaminated by nitrates, 
microorganizms, pesticides, fluorine, oil

Å 800,000 in 1200 rural settlements use 
transported water

Å Rural water consumption norm reached only 60 
litres /cap./d, while in urban areas the relevant 
figure is in between 290- 320 litres



ÅWater Quality Compliances for Different 

Supply Structures (reference: COWI Report 2002)
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Health situation related to Water 

supply and sanitation sector

According to WHO poor water quality poses 

a health hazard for 25% of the Ukrainian population. 

Acute problems are connected with :  

viral hepatitis A disease:

rota viral infections:

blue baby syndrome:

till 2001 -10 -15cases in rural areas of Poltava oblast

dental fluorosis:

in Poltava region , 

Gozhuly village - 80% schoolchildren are suffering 


